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Armed Forces Day: Soldiers past and present reminisce at Royal
Star & Garter

Army personnel spent a morning talking to military veterans at a Solihull care
home, ahead of Armed Forces Day.

Four soldiers from the Royal Logistic Corps visited Royal Star & Garter, where
they spent time with veterans from across the Armed Forces, and their
partners.

The soldiers spoke about life in the services now, while veterans reminisced
about their time in the Armed Forces. Through their discussions, they realised
they still had many shared experiences, despite serving in two very different
time periods.

Royal Star & Garter provides loving,
compassionate care to veterans and their
1 partners living with disabilities or dementia, and
241 also provides other services reaching into the
A community. The charity also has Homes in

. Lo/ &Il Surbiton, High Wycombe, and now in Worthing,
Residents from Royal Star & Garter in having recently merged with the military

Solihull with soldiers from the Royal Logistic .
Corps / v charity, Care for Veterans.

The event was organised to mark Armed Forces Day by the Army Benevolent
Fund - the Army’s national charity which supports soldiers, veterans, and their
families, for life. Since 1944, the charity has been at the forefront of support for
the Army family, there through all of life’s challenges, including bereavement,
injury, getting back to work, elderly care, and much more besides. They remain
a generous supporter of Royal Star & Garter giving regular grants to support its
Wellbeing Programme, which is designed to enhance the physical, emotional
and cognitive health of veterans.

The soldiers also joined in with music activities at the Home.
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Zoe Casey, Deputy Home Manager at Royal Star
& Garter in Solihull, said: “Having four soldiers
in uniform created such a buzz in the Home,
and by the time they finished there were quite a
few residents who had gathered around to chat
with them. Despite the age gap, the soldiers
and veterans still had so much in common

. . . . experience, from Care for Veterans, a Royal
through their service, and it was beautiful to Stgr& Gartﬁ;Home 4 4

see how much they all enjoyed spending time in
one another’s company.”

Brigadier (Ret'd) Peter Monteith, Chief Operating Officer, Army Benevolent
Fund, said: “We were honoured to bring together serving soldiers with Army
veterans and beneficiaries at the Royal Star & Garter Home in Solihull. In the
lead-up to Armed Forces Day, the visit served as a powerful reminder of the
strength and unity of the Army family, and of the ABF’s enduring commitment
to supporting soldiers, veterans, and their families. Our sincere thanks to the
Royal Star & Garter team for making this meaningful collaboration possible.”

" project highlighting the value of veterans and

s fi. older people. It aims to give residents and those
¥ § using its services a platform to tell their stories,

1 ! ensuring they are not hidden because of their
disability or dementia.
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Ken speaking to the BBC in The Cloisters at

Westminster Abbey, shortly before the VE . . . .
Day 80 national service Residents at its Homes were in the spotlight

during the 80th anniversary of VE Day, in May.
On that occasion, WWII and WAAF veteran Amy was interviewed by the BBC in
her room at the Surbiton Home, as was WWII Army veteran Ron from the
Worthing Home - both interviews were broadcast during the BBC's live
coverage of the procession and flypast on 5 May. High Wycombe resident Ken
was also interviewed outside Westminster Abbey, as part of the BBC's coverage
of the national service on VE Day, 8 May.

Caley Eldred, Director of Supporter Engagement at Royal Star & Garter, said:
“Our residents have led amazing lives, and at Royal Star & Garter we feel
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passionately about sharing their stories and ensuring their voices are heard. We
were thrilled to work with the BBC so that their VE Day stories could be shared
around the country and with such a wide audience.”

Armed Forces Day takes place on Saturday 28
June, when the public show their support and
appreciation for the Armed Forces community -
from currently serving personnel to service
families, veterans and cadets.

Royal Star & Garter is welcoming residents into ~ FAmy recalls VE Day and WWII memories to
. . . . . the BBC from her room at Royal Star &

its Homes in Solihull, Surbiton and High Garter

Wycombe. For more information on this, its new

services or to work for the charity, go to www.starandgarter.org

For more information on Care for Veterans, go to www.careforveterans.org.uk
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2 ¢ AN . o T © S ABF Solihull visit 1-
2: Soldiers from Royal Logistic Corps chatting to veterans and their partners at
Royal Star & Garter in Solihull (credit: Army Benevolent Fund)


http://www.starandgarter.org/
http://www.careforveterans.org.uk/
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ABF Solihull visit 3: Residents from Royal Star &
Garter in Solihull with soldiers from the Royal Logistic Corps (credit: Army
Benevolent Fund)

® Amy BBC interview: Amy recalls VE Day and WWII
memories to the BBC from her room at Royal Star & Garter (credit: Royal Star &
Garter)

¥ Ken BBC interview: Ken speaking to the BBC in The
Cloisters at Westmlnster Abbey, shortly before the VE Day 80 national service
(credit: Royal Star & Garter)
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! Ron BBC interview: Ron talking to the BBC about
h|s WWII experience, from Care for Veterans, a Royal Star & Garter Home (credit:
Royal Star & Garter)

For further information please contact:

Press Mailbox
press@starandqgarter.org

Goolistan Cooper

Communications Officer
goolistan.cooper@starandgarter.org
0208 481 7669 / 07391 868796

Cally Madden

Marketing & Communications Manager
cally.madden@starandgarter.org

020 8481 7692 / 07881 017299

About the Royal Star & Garter group

Founded in 1916, Royal Star & Garter provides care, support and friendship for
veterans and their families so that they can live well. The charity delivers nursing and
dementia care through Homes in Solihull, Surbiton, High Wycombe, and now in
Worthing, having recently merged with the military charity Care for Veterans. It also
offers a range of services reaching into the community, including Lunch Clubs, Day
Care and a national Telephone Friendship Service.

Bluesky: @royalstarandgarter.bsky.social
Facebook: @starandgarter
Instagram: @Starandgarter
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LinkedIn: @Royal Star & Garter

Tik Tok: @starandgarter
Website: www.starandgarter.org

Royal Star & Garter
is a member of the
National Care Forum

THE NATIONAL CARE FORUM


http://www.starandgarter.org/

